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Ch.n.irAii,an  B.nd.  Gentlemen 


I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
c ircuTTistances  and  administration  of  your  district  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st  1925. 


The  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  December 
1925,  directs  that  a "Survey"  Report  be  prepared  dealing 
v.’itii  (a)  The  measure  of  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the 
preceding  five  years  in  the  improvement  of  public  health, 

(b)  The  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during  the 
period  in  the  public  health  services  of  the  area.  (c)  Any 
further  action  of  importance  in  the  organization  and 
development  of  the  public  health  services  contemplated  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  considered  desirable  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


THE  NATURAL  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


^rrea  (Acres;.  - - 7,798 

Population  (Census  1921).  - 1260 

" (estimated  1925).  - 1263 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921).  - 278 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921).  285 

Rateable  value.  - £11,045. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate.  - £32. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  &:  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  district  is  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Glee  Hill, 
the  northern  boundary  being  about  a thousand  feet  O.D.  It 
falls  rapidly  to  River  Teme , v/hich  forms  the  southern 
boundary.  It  is  very  irregular  in  contour  with  many  steep 
gradients.  Both  as  regards  area  and  population,  it  is  the 
smallest  rural  district  in  the  County.  It  is  entirely 
agricultural  and  comprises  five  parishes.  The  industrial 
workers  are  mostly  engaged  orr"’FKe'TanH^“T)ut  there  are  also 
about  fifty  quarrymen  in  the  northern  part,  v/orking  in  the 
neighbouring  districts.  The  density  of  the  population  is 
one  person  to  six  acres,  and  an  average  of  4.8  persons  per 
house . 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The 
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For  the  year  1925  there  were  20  births,  thirteen  male  and 
seven  female  and  the  resulting  birth-rate  15.8  per  thousand 
of  the  population. 
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The  deaths  numbered  .16  equal  bo  a Death-rate  of  12.5 
compared  uTtii  an  average  of  the  previous  five  years  of  11.8 
and  the  rate  for  ISngland  and  i^Jales  for  the  year:  12.2. 

The  cruise  oT  deaths  was:-  Measles  1,  Tuberculosis  of  the 
ilospiratory  System  2,  Heart  Disease  1,  Pneumonia  1,  Diarrhoea 
1,  Congenital  Debility  1,  Death  from  Violence  1,  Other  defined 
viseases  S. 

INFAHTILE  MORTALITY.  There  were  th.ree  deaths  of  infants 
under  12  months  of  age.  They  were  assigned  to:  Asphyxia 
:\eonatoruj.n,  Enteritis  and  Debility.  The  Infantile  Mortality 
Rats  is  150  per  thousand  births,  the  average  of  the  preceding 
five  years  being  54  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  75 . 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  AREA. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  a.  Shirlett  Sanatorium, 

b.  Press  Heath  Sanatorium. 

c.  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Frees  Heath  is  provided  and  the  other  two  subsidized  by 
the  G oun t y C ounc i 1 . 

2.  Maternity.  Beds  are  provided  at  the  Nursing  Home, 

Shrewsbury,  by  the  County  Council. 

3.  Children.  Nil. 

4.  Fever.  Nil. 

5.  Sm.allpox.  The  County  Council  have  taken  over  the 

Ludlow  Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  use  of  this  part 

of  the  County. 

6.  Other.  Burford  Cottage  Hospital,  4 beds,  supported 

by  Voluntary  contributions,  is  in  the  district. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegiti- 
mate infants  and  homeless  children  has  been  made  by  the 
Co^mty  Council,  at  the  Legge  Memorial  Home,  Vi/olverhampton. 

Ambulance  facilities  Nil. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATI^NT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ) At  D inham,  Ludlov/, 

) provided  by  the 

School  Clinic.  ) County  Council, 

) rooms . 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  ) 

Day  Nurseries . Nil. 

V . D . Be Imont , Shrew sbury . 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OP  COUl^CIL. 


i.ir . Jarvis  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  for 
the  district,  a contribution  is  made  to  his  salary  and  that 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  . 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


■a.  General  Nil. 

b.  For  epidemics  of  Measles,  Yi/hooping  Cough  and  In- 
fluenza, the  County  Council  provide  a Nurse  and  also  for 
home  nursing  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Midwives . The  District  Council  do  not  employ  or 
subs idize  a midwife.  There  are  two  practising  in  the  area. 

Legislation  in  force.  No  Acts  have  been  adopted  and 
there  are  no  Byelav/s;  Building  Bylaws  in  the  model  form  for 
Fiural  Districts,  should  I think  be  e-dopted  and  also  for  Hop- 
pickers  accommodation. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


Water . The  houses  in  the  district  are  for  the  most 
part  supplied  by  wells;  a number  of  Cottages  at  the  Itnowle 
on  the  Clee  Kill  are  without  a supply  and  have  to  carry  a 
very  consid.erable  distance.  The  provision  of  a public 
supply  for  this  area  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Ludiov/  Rural 
and  Cleobury  Mortimer  Rural  District  should  receive  considera- 
tion . 

About  thirty  houses  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district 
are  supplied  from  the  Tenbury  main  as  it  passes  through  the 
district . 


The  service  is  constant  and  the  v/ater  free  from  any 
possibility  of  contamination. 

Drainage  and.  SEY/AGE.  There  are  no  public  sewers  in  the 
area,  dra.inage  being  a matter  for  each  house  or  group  of 
houses,  and  is  generally  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  dis- 
charging it  on  to  the  land  or  into  the  ditches  and  road 
drains . 

Closet  Ac comm.odation . A few  of  the  larger  houses,  • 

’Which  have  land  to  treat  their  sewage  have  water  closets  and 
also  a few  new  houses,  but  the  majority  are  provided  v;ith 
earth  closets,  the  contents  are  easily  dealt  'with  on  the 
gardens  or  Agricultural  land.  Improvements  are  continually 
being  made  in  their  structure. 

Three  v/ere  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  public  scavenging. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  Fourteen  houses  ’were  visited 
during  the  year  as  a result  of  complaints  and  one  legal  and 
three  informal  notices  were  served.  Attached  to  this  Report 
is  an  account  furnished  by  Mr.  Jarvis  of  the  Sanitary  ’work 
carried  through  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  population  of  the  district  has  varied  very  little  in 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  evidence 
of  overcrowding  in  khe  last  census,  but  there  are  a number 
of  houses,  that  must  be  regarded  as  below  a reasonable 
standard  owing  to  age  and  decay.  The  small  rents  paid  for 
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t’liose  houses  s.nd.  inability  of  tenants  to  pay  much  more,  make 
it  very  doubtful  v/hether  the  erection  of  houses  v/ould  be  of 
benefit  to  them. 

In  the  parts  of  the  district  adjacent  to  Tenbury , Cottage s 
would  readily  find  occupants,  but  there  is  no  industrial 
development  within  the  area  that  makes  a housing  scheme 
necessary.  In  the  last  five  years  six  houses  v/ere  erected 
by  private  Individuals. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year;- 

(a)  Total.  - - 2 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority.  - 0 

(2)  By  other  persons.  _ _ g 

I .  Unfit  dvje  1 ling-house 3 . 

Inspection : - 

(1)  Total  numher  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects.  ~ 14 

(2)  Number  of  dv/e  11  ing -houses  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations  1910.  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  too  dangerous  and  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  not  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  7 

II . Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers.  - 7 

III . Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act 
1925. 

1.  Number  of  dv/elling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  v/ere  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: - 

(a)  . Ep  ovmer . - - 2 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority.  - 0 

3.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts.  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act  1925.  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

a.  Milk  Supply.  There  are  nine  cowkeepers  on  the 
Register 7 they  are  inspected  regularly. 

Notices  were  required  in  regard  to  structure  of  floor, 
drainage  and  cleanliness  in  one  of  the  Sheds  and  this  has  been 
attended  to. 
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Most  of  the  Milk  is  sold  in  Tenbury^  but  the  district  in 
all  parts  has  a plentiful  supply  of  wholesome  quality. 

No  action  was  required  in  regard  to  Tuberculous  milk  or 
cattle',  no  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
special  designations^  and  no  refusal  or  revocation  of  regis- 
tration of  retailers  was  necessary, 

b.  Meat , Mr,  Jarvis  has  been  appointed  Inspector  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924, 

No  Meat  was  condemned  during  the  year. 

c.  Other  foods.  There  are,  two  bakehouses^  both  kept  clean 
and  ’well  constructed. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  district  are  always 
associated  with  sim.ilar  ones  in  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Tenbury.  But  exceptfof  9 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1924  the 
district  has  been  very  free  from  notifiable  Infectious  Disease 
during  the  last  five  years. 

There  was  no  notification  during  1925  except  of 
Tuberculosis . 

There  is  no  hospital  available  for  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease,  but  the  necessity  for  removal  seldom  arises. 


TUBERCULOSIS  1925 


New  cases. 


Deaths . 


dence . 
5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

111  11 


1 


There  'was  one  pulmonary  case  notified  in  1925  and  this 
was  ‘onder  treatment  in  Shirlett,  and  two  non-pulmonary , one 
of  'Which  was  in  Kidderminster  Infirmary.  The  deaths  were 
three,  tv/o  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
ALFRED  E.  WHITE. 


5 


V 


I 


■I 


A"- 


,iir  {fcC 


/ 


\ ollo'.vin.c;  is  an  Acconnt  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 
fnsneGtor , of  Sanitary  Work  for  the  Year  ending  31st 
..  ece^nber  1925;,  in  the  Burford  Rural  Sanitary  District. 


a I'hmber  of  houses  which  have  been  , inspected  during  the  above 
period^  either  in  connection  v/ith  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease;,  or  in  consequence  of  complaints,  or  in  the  course 
of  a systematic  Sanitary  Survey.  - 14 

a Please  note  that  this  number  should  include  all  houses 
inspected,  including  those  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  but  not  houses  that  are  visited  for 
another  purpose  without  an  inspection  of  the  premises. 

Number  of  legal  notices  sent.  - 1 

Number  of  informal  notices  sent.  - 3 

Number  of  such  notices  complied  v/ith.  - 3 

Number  of  letters  written.  - 10 


PARTICUmiS  OF. SANITARY  I.IATTERS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE 
ABOVE  NOTICES; - 

(a)  Houses  to  be  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease.  3 

(b)  Deficient  or  objectionable  water  supply. 

(c)  New  drains  to  be  constructed  or  old  drains  to  be 

amended . - - 2 

(d)  New  closets  to  be  provided  or  old  ones  to  be 

amended  in  construction.  - 2 

(e)  Houses  damp  or  dirty,  or  admitting  rain,  or 

weather,  or  otherwise  in  a bad  sanitary 
condition.  - - 2 

(f)  Offensive  accumuaiatlons  of  all  kinds.  2 

(g)  Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance. 

(h)  Houses  overcroYi/ded . - _ _ 


Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  (other 
than  -ohthisis)  • " - 0 

Houses' disinfected  in  cases  of  phthisis.  - 3 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets. 

Privies  converted  to  earth  closets.  - 2 

Plans  for  new  houses  passed. 

Certificates  issued  for  water  supply  to  new  houses.  2 

Houses  connected  to  public  water  supply.  - 1 

Repairs  to  public  pumps  and  wells, 

ITe’iV  public  wells.  _ _ _ 

Private  v/ells  re-constructed  or  improved.  - 1 

Houses  connected  to  public  sev/erage  . 

Lengths  of  new  sewers  laid. 

Lengths  of  new  water  mains  laid. 


Proceedings  before  Magistrates  for 
Remarks 


(Signed)  ' JARVIS,  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH  for  the 
year  1925,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Burford,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACE. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

m 


Number  of 
Inspections . 

— rsi 


Workshops  (Including  Workshop 

Laundr ie  s ) . 5 


Total  5 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUITO  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars  Pound.  Remedied. 


Sanitary  accommodation: - 

Insufficient.  2 


2 


Total 


A.  E.  WHITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Date  A-ugust  31st,  1926. 
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